
◤

Senior College 
Application

Night
Morris Knolls High School

September 19, 2023
7:00pm



◤ Topics for Discussion
Upcoming Dates!
Steps to Applying to College
Senior Year College Planning Timeline
Transcripts and Application Deadlines

Standardized Testing

Naviance
The Common Application
The Coalition Application

Scholarship Information

Financial Aid

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1gE5UNua_oymyiyG9XlUEaFjkwKtuiSxJ/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=107020398593161518690&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://student.naviance.com/morrisknolls
https://www.commonapp.org/
https://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/


◤ Upcoming Dates!

Mini College Fairs (Gym 1 during lunches)

September 18
October 27

March 8

Financial Aid Seminar at MKHS (Auditorium) 

October 3 at 7:00 p.m.

Attend in-person fall open houses!



◤Steps to Applying for College
• STEP 1: Update your Naviance account by moving colleges from “Colleges I’m 

Thinking  About” to “Colleges I am Applying To”. 

• STEP 2: Work on your activity resume, college essay, senior brag sheet, and 
supplemental essays (if applicable).

• STEP 3: Check in with your teachers regarding letters of recommendation.  You must 
enter your teachers in your Naviance Account.

• STEP 4: Submit college application, required application fee, and essay (if required) 
directly to the college.

• STEP 5: Use Naviance to request transcripts (College Transcript Requests on 
Naviance).

• STEP 6 Visit CollegeBoard and/or your ACT account to send your scores to the 
colleges of which you have applied.  You must do this directly from the testing 
website.  Counselors do not have access to these accounts or scores!

https://student.naviance.com/morrisknolls
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vK2hiPycOixPIG6E9DSfeWjEMjKRRaaXDhdFoSlAuIs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vK2hiPycOixPIG6E9DSfeWjEMjKRRaaXDhdFoSlAuIs/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.actstudent.org/


◤ Types of Applications

Regular Decision
Rolling Admission – first come, first serve
Early Decision – usually 11/1 or 11/15

Binding
Can only apply to one!

Early Action – usually 11/1 or 11/15 (Southern 

colleges have a 10/15 deadline)

Non-binding
Can apply to more than one



◤
Senior Year Timeline

Completed by the End of Junior Year
•Begin/continue searching for colleges through Naviance 
(Safety/Target/Reach).

•Create an appropriate email for college use.

•Register with the NCAA if you are planning on playing D-I  or 
D-II sports.

•Complete Senior Brag Sheet and Parent Brag Sheet on 
Naviance! 

•Start an activity resume for college and scholarship 
applications: Sample & Tips

•Schedule college visits and/or attend open houses.

•Ask two teachers for letters of recommendation. Share the 
request form with your teachers!

Currently in Progress…
• Work on outlines for essays (Common App essay prompts).

• Create a Common Application and/or Coalition Application 
account and familiarize yourself with it.

• Add schools to your Common App and Naviance accounts. 
Match accounts on Naviance!

• Register for Fall SAT/ACT tests.

• Visit colleges during fall open houses!

• Make sure you are satisfying all admissions/application 
requirements.

• Get organized!  Make checklists for each school you are 
applying to where you can keep track of all your application 
deadlines.

Fall of Senior Year
• Use Naviance to finalize your college list!

• Add teachers recommendations to Naviance.

• Watch all application deadlines (ED, EA, Rolling, Regular, 
etc.)

• Request your transcript through Naviance by following 
these steps.  Requests need to be submitted 10 school days 
prior to your application deadline.

• If applicable, submit Self-Reported Academic Record 
(SRAR) for colleges (ex. Rutgers, Penn State, etc.)

• ED/EA applicants - Finalize plans and prepare materials for 
October submission.

• Submit all required SAT or ACT scores directly from testing 
agencies!

• Finalize and submit all essays/applications.

• Begin gathering documents for the financial aid process 
and create FSA IDs. 

Begin search for scholarship opportunities!

Winter of Senior Year
• Continue filing applications, if needed.

• Avoid senior slump! Mid-year and final grades matter! 
Mid-year grade will be sent to ALL colleges.

• Submit all required Financial Aid forms. FAFSA opens in 
December!

• Research new scholarship opportunities. Create only 
ONE  Going Merry account! No parent accounts! 

• File Scholarship Processing Form for paper scholarships 
ONLY.

Spring of Senior Year
• Respond to college acceptances and submit required 

fees.

• Follow up on applications (if not heard back).

• May 1st is Decision Day! Notify ALL colleges and your 
counselor of your decision.

• Keep your counselor informed of all decisions! Stay in 
touch!

June 2024!
• Complete Senior Survey on Naviance.

• Say thank you to all that helped you along the way!

GRADUATION!!
Congratulations! ☺

https://student.naviance.com/morrisknolls
https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jq2T1Vroj2mIOhSZclXDogdD8IVB5rUSGVTO5CMnEfc/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pUKPAlFPv2EE1-m9L2wGeM2xbgaR0OC46EMP0AbbsLc/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OeHdKMYUQ1Aw8_lI90LYNoRtFnw86L-zVCcZYLu5-Ew/edit
https://www.commonapp.org/blog/2022-2023-common-app-essay-prompts
https://www.commonapp.org/
https://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/registration/dates-deadlines
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LZucvTqobObUySnVVYSIifyt6Co6qy9npbdkTxscaeo/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SSJ7iX6TBqepGse0qWgmhC_AUocna5LMzCCef71lGPs/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SSJ7iX6TBqepGse0qWgmhC_AUocna5LMzCCef71lGPs/edit
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://sites.google.com/view/morrisknollshighschool/
https://www.goingmerry.com/c/stana-dzkyba
https://forms.gle/6cyzG51mkhoQuJjHA


◤ Common Data Set

The Common Data Set is published annually for every college/university and is 
comprised of standards and definitions of data including freshman admission, 

financial aid, graduation rate, transfer admission, student demographics, 
academic offerings, instructional faculty/class size, and degrees conferred.

Please review every college your student is applying to with this 
resource!

Example Data Sets:
James Madison University

Rutgers University
Northeastern University

https://www.jmu.edu/pair/ir/research/cds/index.shtml
https://oirap.rutgers.edu/ReportingCommonDataSet.html
https://provost.northeastern.edu/uds/facts/common-data-set/


◤Transcripts



◤Transcript Request Timelines
College Deadline: Needs to be Completed By:

October 15th September 29th

November 1st October 16th

November 15th October 31st

December 1st November 15th

December 15th December 1st

After Dec. 16th deadlines, including 
Rolling Admission

November 22nd

***Minimum of 10 School Days are required to process 
documents***



◤ Self-Reported 
Academic 
Records (SRAR)

• More schools are requiring 
SRAR!  (ex. Clemson, FSU, Montclair, Rutgers, 
NYU, Penn State, Texas A&M, Uconn, Pittsburgh, 
etc).

• Student can complete this 
directly on Common App or 
Coalition App (if the school 
you are applying to requires 
it).

• Some schools will 
redirect you to do it on 
their own site (ex. 
Rutgers) or through the 
main SRAR website.

• Counselors gave students a 
copy of their transcript during 
group meetings on 9/8!

https://srar.selfreportedtranscript.com/Login.aspx


◤ NCAA Eligibility Center

It is mandatory that prospective student athletes who plan to participate in intercollegiate 
athletics at a NCAA Division I or II institution register with the Eligibility Center.

Follow these steps:
1. Have a credit card ready.

2. Go to NCAA. Create an account.

3. After completing all forms, an email with a NCAA ID will be sent to you. Request transcripts in 
your NCAA account.

4. Add the NCAA to list of “Colleges I am Applying To” on Naviance.

5. Visit Naviance to request a transcript to be sent to NCAA.

6. Send SAT/ACT scores to NCAA using code 9999 for the “NCAA Eligibility Center”.

 

https://www.ncaa.org/sports/2021/2/8/student-athletes-future.aspx


◤

Standardized 
Testing

To submit it or not?



◤ SAT/ACT Testing Dates
*Required Photo on Admissions Ticket*

Morris Knolls CEEB Code: 311321 // Academy CEEB Code: 310271

Test Date Regular Registration 
Deadline

Late Registration 
Deadline

October 7 September 7 September 26

November 4 October 5 October 24

December 2 November 2 November 21

SAT Testing – Register at: sat.org/register

Test Date Regular Registration 
Deadline

Late Registration 
Deadline

October 28 September 22 October 6

December 9 November 3 November 17

ACT Testing – Register at: actstudent.org



◤ Test Optional

Test optional allows the student to decide if they want 
to submit their SAT or ACT scores or not.

Our recommendation: if a student is at or above the 
average SAT or ACT score for a college, send the 
scores.  If they are below the average SAT or ACT 

score, do not send them!

80% of colleges are currently test optional (insiderhighered.com). 

Use this to your advantage!



◤Naviance



◤How is information submitted?

▪ Most schools receive all documents from MKHS via Naviance.

▪ Student sign FERPA – “Release of Information”.

▪ Waiving Right – Why not? Colleges want a candid look!

▪ Recommendations – asking for 2 academic based letters is standard. 

▪ No need to ask for more!

▪ Be mindful that some colleges only accept one letter of recommendation.



◤

◤

Student & 
Parent

Brag Sheets

Click: “About me” then
“Surveys from your 
school”.

Students must 
complete for 

counselor.



◤ Naviance
Thinking About



◤
Naviance

Applying To



◤

◤
Letters of 

Recommendation
Click: “College” tab 
then “Letters of 
Recommendation”

Add requests 
for teacher 
letters here!



◤
Application 

Portals



◤

◤

Common App

 



◤ Common App:
Dashboard



◤ Common App:
The Application



◤ Common App:
My Colleges



◤

◤

Coalition

 



◤Scholarships



◤

◤

Scholarships



◤ Scholarship Website
Please be sure you have one Going Merry Account!

Click: Local 
and National 
to view a list 
of 
scholarships 
on Going 
Merry



◤Local and National Scholarships

• Click “View” 
to see 
application.  

• Complete 
and submit 
on Going 
Merry.

• No 
processing 
form is 
needed!



◤State and Regional Scholarships

Click: “State and Regional” 
to view a list of 
scholarships with separate 
applications. 
• These MUST be 

submitted to your 
School Counselor in 
person prior to the 
deadline listed on our 
website.

• You WILL need to 
submit a processing 
form!



◤

◤

Where to Find 
the Scholarship 

Processing 
Form

Go to School 
Counseling 
Department and 
click on 
“Scholarships”

Click on 
“Forms”



◤

◤

Complete the Scholarship 
Processing Google Form for 

each state and regional 
scholarship that you are 

applying to!

***All documentation is due to the School 
Counseling office two weeks prior to the 

scholarship due date***



◤Financial Aid



◤

◤

FAFSA (www.fafsa.ed.gov)
1. You must register for a FSA ID Number.  This will be your 

secure access to your FAFSA online (Available in 
December).

2. Once you have secured a FSA ID, fill out the 
Pre-Application Worksheet – using previous year taxes.

3. Follow the directions as provided on the website.

***Be aware of deadlines***
Each individual college has its own filing deadline! 

https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch


◤
CSS Profile
CollegeBoard’s Financial Aid Service
• CSS PROFILE is used by colleges to 

determine eligibility for 
institutional funding.

• You will need to check with your 
college/university if they require 
the CSS PROFILE 

OR

• You can also check here for a 
complete list of schools that 
participate.

• CSS PROFILE Online Application 
for 2024 -2025 will be available on 
October 1st. You should file this 
application if your school requires 
it for the fall of 2024 or the spring 
of 2025.

https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/
https://profile.collegeboard.org/profile/ppi/participatingInstitutions.aspx


◤Thank You!


